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Thank you Kerry.

Welcome and good morning.

I am Regina Schofield, Director for the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs and White House Liaison.

On behalf of Secretary Tommy Thompson and Deputy Secretary Claude Allen, I welcome all of you to the Department of Health and Human Services 5th Annual Tribal Budget Consultation Session.


A number of you have traveled a long distance to be here and we appreciate your efforts to attend this session today.


I want to acknowledge the tribal leaders, national organization board members and officers, regional organizations and tribal policy staff that are attending.


My office is responsible for coordinating today’s meeting compliant with HHS tribal consultation policy.  We have spent the last 2 and one-half months coordinating conference calls and a briefing with tribal organizations to plan today’s agenda and topics.  I want to thank all of the tribal representatives that have participated in this process.  We have consumed your time every Friday afternoon for several weeks.

Within HHS, we work closely with several divisions to coordinate this session internally.  I want to acknowledge ACF’s Administration for Native Americans, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Budget, Technology and Finance, the Indian Health Service and the Office of Minority Health for their help with policy support for the tribal representatives, logistics, mailings, transcribers, registration, and the other details that are required for this meeting.

We did not develop the agenda in your packet; the tribal representatives developed it.  This is your day to present your views and priorities to the Department regarding the fiscal year 2005 budget.  We in turn are expected to take your views into consideration as we move forward with the budget formulation process.  

IGA is available to continue to provide you with any advice and/or assistance you may have regarding this process which brings me to my next point.

The Secretary constantly reminds us that if we’re not living on the edge we’re taking up too much space.  He inspires us to be innovative in our approach and to not be afraid of taking bold new steps.

Andy Knapp asked this process question last week at a national meeting and I want to repeat the request again today to all of the tribal representatives and the HHS staff in the room.

For those of you that have not already heard, the Deputy Secretary has directed IGA to conduct annual regional consultation sessions beginning in 2003.  Ric, Gena and Stacey are working with my 10 Regional Directors to conduct the Secretary’s consultation sessions over the next several months to obtain your views and priorities regarding HHS programs and services.

Can we do more for the budget formulation process than this one-day session?  I would like us to explore how we can link the regional consultation sessions with our budget formulation process so that you have earlier input in the field to provide your comments and those comments are made with a better understanding of all HHS programs.

Most of you may not be as familiar with other HHS programs as you are with IHS.

How can we set up briefings or sessions to share with you the information about our other health and human service agencies?

Is this something IGA can coordinate with the national tribal organizations in WDC? 

We are very interested in your thoughts and I look forward to hearing from you what you think we can do to strengthen the process.

Again, welcome to HHS and thank you for your time and attention today.

INTRODUCTION – DEPUTY SECRETARY

It is now my pleasure to introduce someone that I think is rather special.  We are all proud that he has been nominated by President Bush to the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals and we know he will serve the President well in this capacity.  Meanwhile, we are not losing any momentum while he awaits the confirmation process.

He is your friend and he has done much to promote One HHS for the benefit of tribes and Native American organizations.  He has traveled frequently to Indian Country and my office is working on several more trips in the upcoming months.  I thank you for welcoming him to your homes, and I thank him for being such a wonderful boss to me, too.

Please help me to welcome HHS Deputy Secretary Claude A. Allen.

AFTERNOON SESSION:
This morning the Intradepartmental Council leadership addressed you and our Council members have attended as well.

I want to acknowledge other individuals that are in the room today attending this session as your official tribal liaison for their respective division.  They will be here throughout this afternoon.

Would all of the HHS tribal liaisons please stand?

I encourage the tribal representatives to talk with all of them today and to learn more about the work they do in their division.

IGA calls on these individuals for their policy support whenever the Office of the Secretary is planning a major event in Indian country.

I want to publicly acknowledge the good work they do for us and for all of you.

HHS SUMMATION:

I want to thank all of the tribal representatives that have participated in this process today.  I applaud your efforts to prepare testimony to present to the Department and for participating in the session.


A transcriber has recorded today’s entire session.  IGA, ANA, ASBTF and OMH will work together to forward the final transcript to all of you within the next several weeks.

We will electronically broadcast the document to everyone that is on our group list to receive broadcasts.  

In addition, the transcript will be posted on IGA’s Web site which is where you will also find the transcript for the past years sessions.  Our site is WWW.HHS.GOV/IGA/TRIBAL.


If you are not presently on IGA’s broadcasts and wish to be included, please contact Gena, Ric or Stacey and indicate you would like to be added to our list and provide us the organization, point of contact and email address to send our messages.  Our main telephone number is (202) 690-6060.

In my remarks this morning, I asked if we could do more for the formulation process than this one-day session?

I indicated that I would like us to explore how we can link the regional consultation sessions with our budget formulation process

I also asked you if IGA could set up briefings or sessions to share with you the information about our other health and human service agencies, and whether this something IGA can coordinate with the national tribal organizations in WDC?

I have asked Gena, Ric and Stacey to pursue these questions with you to attain your thoughts and ideas.


This was my first opportunity to participate in chairing the Department’s Annual Tribal Consultation Session.  I am pleased to be a part of today’s consultation activities, and to have the opportunity to meet with all of you.


As Deputy Secretary Allen said earlier today, we have opened our doors in the Immediate Office of the Secretary.  IGA is your portal to HHS for intergovernmental matters.  We work with state and local governments on a daily basis, and I want to assure you tribal governments and the respective Native American organizations are just as important to our office.


You have provided excellent testimony to our senior staff divisions today and they are asked to take your presentations into full consideration as they continue working on the fiscal year 2005 budget formulation process.


As a member of the Council’s Executive Committee, I along with other Council members will be tracking 2005 budget process as well.


Tomorrow, Dr. Grim and his IHS staff will begin the national IHS budget meeting, and on Thursday, our Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services will join the IHS meeting to host a 2-hour session to obtain your views on the Administration’s legislative proposals.  I encourage you to attend these consultation sessions.


This concludes the HHS meeting for the day.  I wish you safe travel home to your loved ones and community members.


Again, thank you for the time and attention you’ve given to this process today.
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