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Early August: CMS 
begins process of 
deeming beneficiaries for 
2007 LIS

SSA/CMS Re-determinations of LIS Eligibility
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Early October: CMS 
mails a notice to 
beneficiaries who will be 
deemed in 2007 with a 
change in their co-pay 
level

Mid-
September: 
Notify States 
of dual eligible 
beneficiaries 
who have lost 
their deemed 
status

Mid-Late November: Notify Part D 
plan sponsors of members’ 2007 
LIS status including individuals 
who are losing their deemed 
status.

August September October

Late August/Early September: 
SSA mails a notice to people 
who applied and qualified for LIS 
by the end of April 2006 and who 
have not become automatically 
eligible asking them to report any 
changes in income or resources

Mid-Late Sept:  CMS 
mails notice to 
beneficiaries who 
have lost their 
deemed status 
(mailing includes SSA 
LIS application and 
postage paid 
envelope)

September October November



Late 
November: 
TRRs to 
plans 
confirming 
re-
assignments 

November 
20th-
December 
8th: Plans 
may submit 
new 
enrollments 
for re-
assignees 
who elect to 
remain with 
2006 plan

October 1st: Plans 
may begin marketing 
mailings including to 
LIS individuals they 
are “losing” to 
reassignment *

December 1st (or 7 days 
after TRR): Plan sends 
enrollment confirmations 
to re-assignees

Re-Assignment
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Mid-October: Plans, 
States and 1-800-
MEDICARE  are 
notified of 
reassignments

By October 2nd: Plans 
send beneficiary notices 
of plan termination

Mid-
December: 
Plans 
receive 
TRRs for 
rollovers 
and 
terminated
enrollments

Week of October 
30th: CMS mails 
reassignment 
notices to LIS 
eligibles in 2007 
plans above LIS+

* Optional

October November December

January 
1, 2007:  
Effective 
date of 
plan 
reassign
ments

September: CMS 
conference calls with key 
stakeholders to explain 
the re-assignment 
process

September October November



August November December  September October November

Plan Payments
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September 7th: 
CMS will host a 
satellite broadcast 
on the Plan to Plan 
(P2P) 
Reconciliation 
process for Part D

August 20th: 
PDE 
processing for 
plan-to-plan 
reconciliation 
begins

September 20th: 
CMS sends first 
plan-to-plan 
reconciliation 
reports to Plans

September 1st: 
Submission 
deadline for risk 
adjustment data 
for initial 2007 
risk adjustment 
factors for all but 
stand-alone 
PDPs

October 20th: 
First plan-to-
plan 
reconciliation 
payments due

Late December: CMS 
sends plans the initial 
payment report for 2007

January 2nd : 
First payments 
received for 
2007 plan year

TBD: Dates for the 2004 and 2005 payment 
reconciliations

August 15th: 
Facilitated 
pan-to-plan 
reconciliation 
implemented 
in DDPS

November 15th: 
New plans begin 
testing in DDPS



Retiree Drug Subsidy

October November NovemberAugust September October
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August 31st: 
RDS National 
Conference 
Call on 
renewal 
process for 
Retiree Drug 
Subsidy

October 2nd: RDS 
application 
deadline for 
employer/union 
sponsors of 
calendar year plans 
unless they obtain 
an extension; other 
plans must submit 
application 90 days 
prior to beginning 
of plan year

November 15th: Disclosure 
of creditable coverage 
status to Medicare Part D 
eligible individuals

TBD: If needed, release 
additional guidance on the RDS 
cost submission and payment 
process



Beneficiary Communications & Enrollment Timeline

*Only beneficiaries who applied & qualified for the LIS by the end of April 2006 and who have not become automatically eligible

** Medicare beneficiaries who are either full benefit dual eligibles, partial duals (MSP) or SSI recipients 

***Recipients identified based on information CMS receives from SSA & the States

#All LIS eligibles (full-benefit dual eligibles, partial duals, people with Medicare & SSI, and all those who applied & qualified for the LIS) in a plan with a premium not 
fully covered by the LIS or in a terminating plan

August September

By Oct 2ndt: All 
beneficiaries 
whose 2006 plans 
are  terminating in 
2007 receive 
notice

Oct 1st:  Plans 
begin sending 
marketing materials 
to all beneficiaries

October November December

By Oct 31st:
All beneficiaries 
receive notice 
from existing plan 
on 2007 changes 
(annual notice of 
change)

Nov 15th – Dec 31st:
Annual open 
enrollment period

Week of Oct 30th: 
CMS sends notice to 
LIS beneficiaries# who 
need reassignment

Jan 1, 2007:  
Effective date of 
plan reassignments 
for LIS 
beneficiaries # who 
need reassignment

Mid-Late Sept:  
CMS mails notice 
to deemed 
beneficiaries** re: 
loss of LIS status 
(notice includes 
LIS application) 
***

Late Aug/Early Sept: 

Beneficiaries who applied and 
qualified for the LIS receive letter 
from SSA  asking them to report 
any changes in income or 
resources. Beneficiaries respond 
to SSA*

Mid-Oct:           
All 2007 plan 
information 
available on     
1-800-
MEDICARE & 
medicare.gov

Late Oct- early Nov:                   
All beneficiaries 
receive “Medicare & 
You” handbook

Early Oct:  
CMS mails 
notice to 
deemed 
beneficiaries** 
re: change in 
LIS status ***
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Marketing of Plans

November December January
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October 31st: Deadline 
for beneficiary receipt of 
2007 ANOC, summary of 
benefits and formulary

Late October- Early 
November: Medicare & 
You handbook mailed to 
beneficiaries

August September October

January 31st: Deadline for 
beneficiary receipt pf 
Evidence of Coverage

August 1st: 
CMS sends 
2007 pricing 
and pharmacy 
network data 
analysis to 
Part D plans

August 11th: 
Plans submit 
corrected 
2007 pricing 
and pharmacy 
network data 
to CMS

September 8th: 
Plans submit 
2007 pricing 
and pharmacy 
data to CMS 
for final testing

September 15th-
27: Previews of 
2007 data for 
plans and final 
data submission

October 12th: Launch of 2007 pricing and 
pharmacy network data on Medicare 
Prescription Drug Plan Finder



October November December

Plan Communications

September September

August 31st: Plan 
quarterly reports 
are due

September 1st: 
Contracts mailed to 
Plans

September 3rd-13th: 
Plans sign contracts 
and return to CMS, 
and approved 
contracts are 
uploaded to HPMS.

November 15th: 
Integration of 
plan 
performance 
metrics with the 
Medicare 
Prescription 
Drug Plan 
Finder

November 30th: 
Quarterly plan 
reports are due
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August

Early 
August: 
2007 
Formulary 
updates 
occur

Mid-August: 
CMS 
training on 
Marketing 
Guidelines 
for Plans

September 1st: 
Deadline for Plan 
submission of 
non-model ANOC 
for CMS RO 
review

September 
8th-11th: 
Plans 
preview 
2007 
Medicare & 
You
handbook

December 1st: 
Deadline for 
Plan 
submission of 
non-model 
EOC and LIS 
Riders for CMS 
RO review

November 
1st-7th: Final 
Plan uploads 
of 2006 
formulary 
files

October 1st: 
Deadline for 
Plan 
submission of 
negative 2006 
formulary 
change 
requests

October 
31st: Plans 
cease 
public 
media 
marketing 
of 2006 
plans 

October 
12th: 
Deadline for 
Plan 
submission 
of model 
ANOCs for 
CMS RO 
review

December 15th: 
Deadline for 
Plan submission 
of model EOCs
and model LIS 
Riders without 
modification for 
CMS RO review



October November December

Plan Systems Operational Readiness

September September

Late August:

CMS sponsors 
New Plan 
Training 
Conference 
Calls

PCUG August 
Release

September: New 
Plans establish 
Initial Connectivity 
with CMS.
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August

September:

CMS distributes 
October 2006 
Release 
communication

November:

Plan Testing of 
File Transfer 
Capability

December:
PCUG 
December 
Release

Late August: Assist 
Plans with EPOC 
and IACS 
registration for 2007

Late September:

PCUG September 
Release

Late October:

PCUG October 
Release

November:
PCUG 
November 
Release

August 17-18, 20-21:
MARx processing for 
monthly payment; plan 
transactions submitted 
are held until payment 
processing is 
completed

September 15. 17-19:
MARx processing for 
monthly payment; plan 
transactions submitted 
are held until payment 
processing is completed

October 18th-20th:
MARx processing for 
monthly payment; plan 
transactions submitted 
are held until payment 
processing is completed

November 9th-20th:
MARx processing for 
monthly payment; plan 
transactions submitted 
are held until payment 
processing is completed

December 9th-17th:
MARx processing for 
monthly payment; plan 
transactions submitted 
are held until payment 
processing is completed


